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1 The Canaanite, the king of Arad, who lived in the South, heard that Israel came through 

Atharim. He fought against Israel, and took some of them captive. 2 Israel vowed a vow to 

Yahweh, and said, “If you will deliver this people into my hand, then I will utterly destroy 

their cities.”3 Yahweh listened to Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly 

destroyed them and their cities. The name of the place was called Hormah. 

 

4 They traveled from Mount Hor by the way to the Reed Sea, to go around the land of 

Edom The soul of the people was very discouraged because of the journey. 5 The people 

spoke against God, and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in 

the wilderness? For there is no bread, and there is no water; and our soul loathes this rotten 

bread.” 6 Yahweh sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people. Many 

people of Israel died. 7 The people came to Moses, and said, “We have sinned, because we 

have spoken against Yahweh, and against you. Pray to Yahweh, that he take away the 

serpents from us.” Moses prayed for the people. 8 Yahweh said to Moses, “Make a brass 

serpent, and set it on a pole. It shall happen, that everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, 

shall live.” 9 Moses made a serpent of brass, and set it on the pole. If a man was bitten by a 

serpent, he looked at the serpent of brass, and he lived. 

 
10 The children of Israel traveled, and encamped in Oboth. 11 They traveled from Oboth, and 

encamped at Iyeabarim, in the wilderness which is contiguous to Moab, in the east. 12 From 

there they traveled, and encamped in the valley of Zered. 13 From there they traveled, and 

encamped on the other side of the Arnon, which is in the wilderness, that is adjacent to the 

border of the Amorites: for the Arnon is the border of Moab, between Moab and the 

Amorites. 14 Therefore it is said in the book of the Wars of Yahweh, “Vaheb in Suphah, the 

valleys of the Arnon, 15 the slope of the valleys that incline toward Ar’s dwelling, adjacent to 

the border of Moab.”16 From there they traveled to Beer; that is the well of which Yahweh 

said to Moses, “Gather the people together, and I will give them water.” 

 

17 Then Israel sang this song: “Spring up, well! Sing to it, 18 the well, which the princes dug, 

which the nobles of the people dug, with their scepters, and with their poles.” 

 

From the wilderness they traveled to Mattanah; 19 and from Mattanah to Nahaliel; and from 

Nahaliel to Bamoth; 20 and from Bamoth to the valley in the field of Moab, to the top of 

Pisgah, which looks down on the desert. 21 Israel sent messengers to Sihon king of the 

Amorites, saying, 22 “Let me pass through your land. We will not turn aside into fields, or 

into vineyards. We will not drink of the water of the wells. We will go by the king’s highway, 

until we have passed your border.” 
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ים וַיּלִָּחֶ֙ם֙ בְּישְִׂ  21:1 רֶ� הָאֲתָרִ֑ ל דֶּ֖ א ישְִׂרָאֵ֔ י בָּ֣ גֶב כִּ֚ ב הַנֶּ֔ ע הַכְּנַעֲנִ֤י מֶֽלֶ�־עֲרָד֙ ישֵֹׁ֣ ל וַיִּ֥שְׁבְּ ׀ רָאֵ֔ וַיּשְִׁמַ֞

בִי׃  נּוּ שֶֽׁ י אֶת־ 21:2מִמֶּ֖ י וְהֽחֲַרַמְתִּ֖ ם הַזּהֶ֙ בְּידִָ֔ ן אֶת־הָעָ֤ ן תִּתֵּ֜ ֹ֨ ר אִם־נָת ה וַיּאֹמַ֑ ל נֶ֛דֶר לַיֽהוָ֖ ר ישְִׂרָאֵ֥ וַיּדִַּ֨

י  21:3עָרֵיהֶֽם׃  ל וַיּתִֵּן֙ אֶת־הַֽכְּנַעֲנִ֔ ה בְּק֣וֹל ישְִׂרָאֵ֗ ע יהְוָ֜ א שֵׁם־וַיּשְִׁמַ֨ ם וַיּקְִרָ֥ ם וְאֶת־עָרֵיהֶ֑ ם אֶתְהֶ֖ וַיּחֲַרֵ֥

 הַמָּק֖וֹם חָרְמָֽה׃ פ

  

רֶ�׃  21:4 ם בַּדָּֽ ר נֶפֶֽשׁ־הָעָ֖ רֶץ אֱד֑וֹם וַתִּקְצַ֥ ב אֶת־אֶ֣ ֹ֖ רֶ� יםַ־ס֔וּף לִסְב ר הָהָר֙ דֶּ֣ ֹ֤ ר  21:5וַיּסְִע֞וּ מֵה וַידְַבֵּ֣

יםִ ין מַ֔ ין לֶחֶ֙ם֙ וְאֵ֣ י אֵ֥ ר כִּ֣ יםִ לָמ֖וּת בַּמִּדְבָּ֑ נוּ֙ מִמִּצְרַ֔ ה הֶֽעֱלִיתֻ֙ ם בֵּֽא�הִים֮ וּבְמשֶֹׁה֒ לָמָ֤ צָה  הָעָ֗ נוּ קָ֔ וְנפְַשֵׁ֣

ל׃  חֶם הַקְּ�קֵֽ ת  21:6בַּלֶּ֖ ם אֵ֚ ה בָּעָ֗ ח יהְוָ֜ ים וַיֽנְַוַישְַׁלַּ֨ ים הַשְּׂרָפִ֔ ב הַנּחְָשִׁ֣ ם וַיָּ֥מָת עַם־רָ֖ שְּׁכ֖וּ אֶת־הָעָ֑

אנוּ  21:7מִיּשְִׂרָאֵֽל׃  ה וַיּאֹמְר֣וּ חָטָ֗ ם אֶל־משֶֹׁ֜ ר וַיּבָאֹ֩ הָעָ֨ ה וְיסֵָ֥ � הִתְפַּלֵּל֙ אֶל־יהְוָ֔ רְנוּ בַֽיהוָה֙ וָבָ֔ כִּיֽ־דִבַּ֤

ד הָעָֽם׃  ה בְּעַ֥ שׁ וַיּתְִפַּלֵּ֥ל משֶֹׁ֖ ינוּ אֶת־הַנּחָָ֑ ים וַ  21:8מֵעָלֵ֖ ף וְשִׂ֥ ה לְ֙� שָׂרָ֔ ה עֲשֵׂ֤ ה אֶל־משֶֹׁ֗ אמֶר יהְוָ֜ ֹ֨ יּ

ה אתֹ֖וֹ וָחָֽי׃  ס וְהָיהָ֙ כָּל־הַנּשָׁ֔וּ� וְרָאָ֥ ה  21:9אתֹ֖וֹ עַל־נֵ֑ ס וְהָיָ֗ הוּ עַל־הַנֵּ֑ שֶׁת וַישְִׂמֵ֖ ֹ֔ שׁ נחְ וַיַּ֤עַשׂ משֶֹׁה֙ נְחַ֣

יט אֶל־נְ ישׁ וְהִבִּ֛ � הַנּחָָשׁ֙ אֶת־אִ֔ שֶׁת וָחָֽי׃ אִם־נשַָׁ֤ ֹ֖ שׁ הַנְּח ת׃  21:10חַ֥ ֹֽ ל וַיּֽחֲַנ֖וּ בְּאבֹ י ישְִׂרָאֵ֑ וַיּסְִע֖וּ בְּנֵ֣

מֶשׁ׃  21:11 ח הַשָּֽׁ ב מִמִּזְרַ֖ ים בַּמִּדְבָּר֙ אֲשֶׁר֙ עַל־פְּנֵ֣י מוֹאָ֔ ת וַיּֽחֲַנ֞וּ בְּעִיֵּ֣י הָֽעֲבָרִ֗ ֹ֑  21:12וַיּסְִע֖וּ מֵאבֹ

עוּ וַיּֽחֲַנ֖וּ בְּנַ֥חַל זָרֶֽד׃  ם נָסָ֑ א מִגְּב֣וּל 21:13מִשָּׁ֖ ר הַיּצֵֹ֖ ר בַּמִּדְבָּ֔ בֶר אַרְנוֹן֙ אֲשֶׁ֣  מִשָּׁם֮ נָסָעוּ֒ וַיּֽחֲַנ֗וּ מֵעֵ֤

י׃  ין הָאֱמרִֹֽ ב וּבֵ֥ ין מוֹאָ֖ ב בֵּ֥ י אַרְנוֹן֙ גְּב֣וּל מוֹאָ֔ י כִּ֤ ר  21:14הָֽאֱמרִֹ֑ ה אֶת־עַל־כֵּן֙ יֵאָֽמַ֔ ת יהְוָ֑ ֹ֣ פֶר מִלְחֲמ בְּסֵ֖

ים אַרְנוֹֽן׃  ה וְאֶת־הַנּחְָלִ֖ ב בְּסוּפָ֔ ן לִגְב֥וּל מוֹאָֽב׃  21:15וָהֵ֣ ר וְנשְִׁעַ֖ בֶת עָ֑ ה לְשֶׁ֣ ר נָטָ֖ ים אֲשֶׁ֥ שֶׁד֙ הַנּחְָלִ֔ וְאֶ֙

ה אֱסףֹ֙ אֶ  21:16 ר יהְוָה֙ לְמשֶֹׁ֔ ר אָמַ֤ ר אֲשֶׁ֨ וא הַבְּאֵ֗ רָה הִ֣ ם בְּאֵ֑ יםִ׃ ת־הָעָ֔ וּמִשָּׁ֖ ם מָֽ  21:17ם וְאֶתְּנָ֥ה לָהֶ֖

ר עֱנוּ־לָהּֽ׃  י בְאֵ֖ את עֲלִ֥ ֹ֑ ה הַזּ ל אֶת־הַשִּׁירָ֖ יר ישְִׂרָאֵ֔ ז ישִָׁ֣ י  21:18אָ֚ ים כָּר֙וּהָ֙ נדְִיבֵ֣ ר חֲפָר֣וּהָ שָׂרִ֗ בְּאֵ֞

ר מַתָּנָהֽ׃  ם וּמִמִּדְבָּ֖ ק בְּמִשְׁעֲנתָֹ֑ ם בִּמְחקֵֹ֖ ל בָּמֽוֹת׃ וּמִמַּתָּנָ֖  21:19הָעָ֔ ל וּמִנּחֲַלִיאֵ֖  21:20ה נחֲַלִיאֵ֑

ן׃ פ ֹֽ פָה עַל־פְּנֵ֥י הַישְִׁימ ה וְנשְִׁקָ֖ אשׁ הַפִּסְגָּ֑ ֹ֖ ב ר ה מוֹאָ֔  וּמִבָּמ֗וֹת הַגַּיאְ֙ אֲשֶׁר֙ בִּשְׂדֵ֣

 

ר׃  21:21 ֹֽ י לֵאמ ן מֶֽלֶ�־הָאֱמרִֹ֖ ֹ֥ ים אֶל־סִיח ח ישְִׂרָאֵל֙ מַלְאָכִ֔ � ֤�א נטִֶּה֙  21:22וַיּשְִׁלַ֤ ה בְאַרְצֶ֗ אֶעְבְּרָ֣

ר גְּבֻלֶֽ�׃ ֹ֖ ר־נַעֲב ד אֲשֶֽׁ � עַ֥ לֶ֙� נלֵֵ֔ רֶ� הַמֶּ֙ ר בְּדֶ֤ י בְאֵ֑ ה מֵ֣ רֶם ֥�א נשְִׁתֶּ֖ ה וּבְכֶ֔  בְּשָׂדֶ֣
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23 Sihon would not allow Israel to pass through his lands, and Sihon gathered all his people 

together, and went out against Israel into the wilderness, and came to Jahaz. He fought 

against Israel. 24 Israel smote him with the sword, and possessed his land from the Arnon to 

the Jabbok, even to the children of Ammon; for the border of the children of Ammon was 

strong.25 Israel took all these cities. Israel lived in all the cities of the Amorites, in Heshbon, 

and in all its towns. 26 For Heshbon was the city of Sihon the king of the Amorites, who had 

fought against the former king of Moab, and taken all his land to the Arnon.  
 

27 Therefore those who speak in proverbs say, 

“Come to Heshbon. Let the city of Sihon be built and established; 

28 for a fire has gone out of Heshbon, a flame from the city of Sihon. 

It has devoured Ar of Moab, The lords of the high places of the Arnon. 

29 Woe to you, Moab! You are undone, people of Chemosh! 

He has given his sons as fugitives, and his daughters into captivity, 

to Sihon king of the Amorites. 

30 We have smote them. Heshbon has perished to Dibon. We have laid waste to Nophah, 

And up to Medeba.” 
 

31 Thus Israel lived in the land of the Amorites. 32 Moses sent to spy out Jazer. They took 

its towns, and drove out the Amorites who were there. 33 They turned and went up by the 

way of Bashan. Og the king of Bashan went out against them, he and all his people, to battle 

at Edrei. 34 Yahweh said to Moses, “Don’t fear him, for I have delivered him into your 

hand, with all his people, and his land. You shall do to him as you did to Sihon king of the 

Amorites, who dwelt in Heshbon.” 35 So they struck him, and his sons and all his people, 

until there were no survivors; and they possessed his land. 
 

What B Adds 
Itineraries are most often associated with Priestly authors, yet the list of vss. 10-20 is atypical, it includes quotes from 

a mythic “book of the Lord’s wars” (vss. 14-15), and the desert well song (vss. 16-18), yet clearly incorporates a 

Priestly conception of the desert journey from station to station, as in Numbers 33. Note also the different formulae 

used to describe the journey. In vss. 10-11, the formula is “they set out…and camped”; in vss. 12-13 the formula is 

“from there they set out…and camped”; and in vss. 19-20, just “from X to Y.” The reliance upon a Priestly notion of 

desert traveling, without adhering to Priestly formulae, and the incorporation of juicy snippets militate toward an 

assignment of this passage to the late Bridger. His participation in the chapter is also apparent in vss. 26-30 (the 

lamentation for Moab after his defeat at the hands of Sihon the Amorite), which is quite clearly an insertion as is 

indicated by the resumptive repetition (a repetition to get the reader back to speed) of vs. 24 in vs. 31 (“Thus Israel 

lived in the land of the Amorites”). This allusion to foreign myths and war epics is typical to the later Bridger, and 

compare the reference to Nimrod and the seventy nations in Genesis 10.  
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את ישְִׂרָאֵל֙  21:23 א לִקְרַ֤ ן אֶת־כָּל־עַמּ֗וֹ וַיּצֵֵ֞ ֹ֜ ף סִיח ֹ֨ ר בִּגְבֻלוֹ֒ וַיּאֱֶס ֹ֣ ן אֶת־ישְִׂרָאֵל֮ עֲב ֹ֣ ן סִיח וְ�א־נָתַ֨

חֶם בְּישְִׂרָאֵֽל׃  א יָ֑הְצָה וַיּלִָּ֖ ֹ֖ רָה וַיּבָ רֶב וַ  21:24הַמִּדְבָּ֔ ל לְפִי־חָ֑ הוּ ישְִׂרָאֵ֖ ן וַיּכֵַּ֥ ֹ֗ שׁ אֶת־אַרְצ֜וֹ מֵֽאַרְנ יּיִרַ֨

ז גְּב֖וּל בְּנֵ֥י עַמּֽוֹן׃  י עַ֔ לֶּה וַיֵּ֤שֶׁב  21:25עַד־יבַּקֹ֙ עַד־בְּנֵ֣י עַמּ֔וֹן כִּ֣ ים הָאֵ֑ ת כָּל־הֶעָרִ֖ ל אֵ֥ וַיּקִַּח֙ ישְִׂרָאֵ֔

יהָ׃  י בְּחֶשְׁבּ֖וֹן וּבְכָל־בְּנתֶֹֽ י הָֽאֱמרִֹ֔ וא  21:26ישְִׂרָאֵל֙ בְּכָל־עָרֵ֣ י הִ֑ לֶ� הָאֱמרִֹ֖ ן מֶ֥ ֹ֛ יר סִיח י חֶשְׁבּ֔וֹן עִ֗ כִּ֣

ֹֽן׃  ח אֶת־כָּל־אַרְצ֛וֹ מִיּדָ֖וֹ עַד־אַרְנ לֶ� מוֹאָב֙ הָֽרִאשׁ֔וֹן וַיּקִַּ֧ ם בְּמֶ֤ ן יאֹמְר֥וּ  21:27וְה֣וּא נלְִחַ֗ עַל־כֵּ֛

יר סִיחֽוֹ ן עִ֥ אוּ חֶשְׁבּ֑וֹן תִּבָּנֶ֥ה וְתִכּוֹנֵ֖ ֹ֣ ים בּ ן  21:28ן׃ הַמּשְֹׁלִ֖ ֹ֑ ה מִקִּרְיַ֣ת סִיח ה מֵֽחֶשְׁבּ֔וֹן לֶהָבָ֖ כִּי־אֵשׁ֙ יָצְֽאָ֣

י בָּמ֥וֹת אַרְנןֹֽ׃  ב בַּעֲלֵ֖ ר מוֹאָ֔ כְלָה֙ עָ֣ יו  21:29אָֽ יו פְּלֵיטִם֙ וּבְנתָֹ֣ ן בָּנָ֤ דְתָּ עַם־כְּמ֑וֹשׁ נָתַ֨ ב אָבַ֖ אוֹי־לְ֣� מוֹאָ֔

י סִיחֽוֹן לֶ� אֱמרִֹ֖ ית לְמֶ֥ רׄ  21:30׃ בַּשְּׁבִ֔ פַח אֲשֶׁ֖ ֹ֔ ים עַד־נ ד חֶשְׁבּ֖וֹן עַד־דִּיב֑וֹן וַנּשִַּׁ֣ ם אָבַ֥  ידְבָֽא׃עַד־דֵֽ  וַנִּירָ֛

י׃ 21:31 רֶץ הָאֱמרִֹֽ ל בְּאֶ֖ יהָ וַיּ֖וֹרֶשׁ  21:32 וַיֵּ֙שֶׁב֙ ישְִׂרָאֵ֔ ר וַיּֽלְִכְּד֖וּ בְּנתֶֹ֑ ל אֶת־יעְַזֵ֔ וַיּשְִׁלַ֤ח משֶֹׁה֙ לְרַגֵּ֣

ם׃  י אֲשֶׁר־שָֽׁ ם ה֧וּא וְכָל־ 21:33אֶת־הָאֱמרִֹ֥ ן לִקְרָאתָ֜ א עוֹג֩ מֶֽלֶ�־הַבָּשָׁ֨ ן וַיּצֵֵ֣ רֶ� הַבָּשָׁ֑ וַיּפְִנוּ֙ וַיּֽעֲַל֔וּ דֶּ֖

עִי׃ ה אֶדְרֶֽ תִּי אתֹ֛וֹ וְאֶת־כָּל־ 21:34 עַמּ֛וֹ לַמִּלְחָמָ֖ י בְידְָ֞� נתַָ֧ א אתֹ֔וֹ כִּ֣ ה אֶל־משֶֹׁה֙ אַל־תִּירָ֣ אמֶר יהְוָ֤ ֹ֨ וַיּ

ב בְּחֶשְׁבּֽוֹן׃  ר יוֹשֵׁ֖ י אֲשֶׁ֥ לֶ� הָֽאֱמרִֹ֔ יתָ לְסִיחןֹ֙ מֶ֣ ר עָשִׂ֗ יתָ לּ֔וֹ כַּאֲשֶׁ֣ וַיּכַּ֨וּ  21:35עַמּ֖וֹ וְאֶת־אַרְצ֑וֹ וְעָשִׂ֣

יד וַיִּיֽרְשׁ֖וּ אֶת־אַרְצֽוֹ׃אתֹ֤וֹ וְאֶת י הִשְׁאִֽיר־ל֖וֹ שָׂרִ֑   ־בָּנָיו֙ וְאֶת־כָּל־עַמּ֔וֹ עַד־בִּלְתִּ֥

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


